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Pete Antos-Ketcham Joins
Energize Vermont as
Executive Director

Antos-Ketcham Brings 22 Years of Natural Resource Management to
the Statewide Non-profit

Huntington, VT — Energize Vermont is pleased ﬁ\jﬂ
to announce that Pete Antos-Ketcham,
formerly of the Green Mountain Club (GMC),
has joined the organization as its new
Executive Director. Antos-Ketcham succeeds 3
Mark Whitworth.

While Executive Director, Whitworth led many
of the organization’s initiatives including
lobbying for effective climate change policies,
environmental preservation, and sensible deployment of renewables. Whitworth will
continue to carry out policy analysis for Energize Vermont and will serve on its Board
of Directors.

Pete Antos-Ketcham comes to Energize Vermont with over 22 years in natural
resource and non-profit management. Antos-Ketcham is leaving his position as GMC'’s
Director of Land and Facilities Management. While at GMC, he oversaw the
construction of the club's new Visitor Center in Waterbury Center, Vermont. The Visitor
Center consumes no fossil fuels and employs appropriately-scaled renewables to
produce more electricity than it uses. It demonstrates an approach to an energy future
that doesn’t require massive energy sprawl.

Antos-Ketcham said, “I look forward to continuing the great work Mark has done. He
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has been a clear voice advocating responses to climate change that respect our
communities and preserve our natural resources.

“People are worried about climate change and they are concerned that Vermont's
climate change response has gone very wrong. They wonder what has happened to
the traditional guardians of Vermont's natural resources heritage. Why are the
conservation groups not promoting real conservation? Why aren't natural resource

groups protecting our natural resources? Why is no one representing the real interests
of the public?

“Energize Vermont offers an alternative for the many people who are disturbed by the
conduct of these old-line organizations. Energize Vermont has no industry moguls on
its board and has not compromised its mission in exchange for large donations.

*“Our first priority in responding to climate change has to be the preservation of our
irreplaceable wildlife habitat. Industrializing our mountains, forests, wetlands, and
agricultural lands may be profitable for a few, but it is jeopardizing the ability of
countless species to adapt to a changing climate. Energy developers are destroying
our environment and our cultural heritage for meager amounts of intermittent electricity.
| will advocate sensible energy policies that bring our communities together—opolicies
that emphasize conservation, efficiency, and thoughtful siting of Vermont-scale
renewables.”

Outgoing Executive Director, Mark Whitworth said, “We look forward to Pete’s
leadership of Energize Vermont. His many years of experience with the Green
Mountain Club, his advocacy for effective climate change response, and his passion
for preserving Vermont's landscape, make him ideally suited to Energize Vermont's
mission to promote common-sense renewable energy solutions.”

Board member and former Executive Director Lukas Snelling said, “We couldn’t be
happier with the appointment of Antos-Ketcham to lead the organization. Pete comes to
us with deep experience in natural resource management and is greatly respected in
the environmental community for the work he has done. Pete will continue the
organization's growth and work with his fellow Vermonters toward an energy future that
emphasizes sustainability, conservation, adaptation, and resilience.”

Pete Antos-Ketcham is a resident of Starksboro, where he lives with his wife and two
children. He graduated from UVM with a B.S. in Environmental Studies. He has served
six years on the ATC (Appalachian Trail Conservancy) Stewardship Council, the
Board of Directors for the RMC (Randolph Mountain Club) and as an Emergency
Medical Technician for Stowe Rescue, Stowe Mountain Rescue and Huntington First
Response.
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Energize Vermont is a non-profit education and advocacy organization that promotes
renewable energy solutions that are in harmony with the irreplaceable character of
Vermont, and that contribute to the well-being of all her people. This mission is
achieved by researching, collecting, and analyzing information from all sources; and
disseminating it to the public, community leaders, legislators, media, and regulators for
the purpose of ensuring informed decisions for long-term stewardship of our
communities.

For more information about Energize Vermont and the organization’s mission,
visit energizevermont.org.

Annette Smith

Executive Director

Vermonters tor a Clean Environment
789 Baker Brook Road

Danby. VT 05739

(802)446-2094

WWW.vee.org
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No transmission capacity, Hallquist says

by Joseph Gresser

MORGAN — Seloctmen here will soon karn
more about a 500-kilowatt (kw) solar project
plunned for un open field off Valley Road about
two miles from the town offices. An informational
meeting is to be held ut 6 p.m. un Moenday.
September 21, ut the Morpgan school to discuss
plans for Sevmour Lake Solar.

Ascording to a petition filed with the state
Frublic Service Bourd (PSB) on September 2,
which lists its registered agent as David
Blittersdorf, Sevmour Lake Solur hopes t receive
# Certificate of Public Good for 4 500-kilowutt
array on land owned by Mr. Blitter sdorf.

The petition says the project will be connected
to the grid using the Vermont Electric
Cwoperative’s (VEC) lines.

That wus u surprise to David Hallquist,
VECs general manager. who suid Tuesday thut
Mr. Blittersdorf husn't spoken with the
cooperative about his plans in Morgan or his
plans to build two wind turbines in [rasburyg.

“We don't have the capacity,” Mr. Hallquist
suid, adding thut Mr. Blittersdorf's plans were
likely to come to a quick end when he finds out
what it will cost to connect his projects to the
grid.

Speaking from California where he and Mr.
Blittersdorf were attending a conference, Andrew
Savage, Mr. Blittersdorf's spokesmun, said he was
surprised o hear that VEC officials are so certain
the projocts are not pussible.

“It suunds like he has information we don't.”
he said.

Usually an interconnect study is conducted
after a project is proposed, and thut determines
whether it can go forward. Mr. Savape said.

He expressed confidence that, once the study
is carnied out, 4 way will be found for the projects
to po forward.

Despite Mr. Hallquist's statement, the
application says thut VEC hus reviewed the
project und concluded it will huve no adverse
impact on the sufety and reliability of the
distribution system if proper modifications are
made by Mr. Bhittersdorf.

If the project is permitted. it will operate as a
group project under the state’s net metering
program. Because VEC has reached its cap for
accepting net metered connections in 2015, the
new array would not be connected until after
January 1. 2016, the application suys.

All the net metering credits will go to the
account of Jay Peak, to reduce its power costs, the
petition suys.



Costly mega-solar
project eyes Barton

by Joseph Gresser

BARTON — Renewable energy
is one of the goals of Vermont law,
but there can be too much of a good
thing, according to Vermont Electric
Cooperative (VEC) General
Manager David Hallquist.

An out-of-state developer wants
to build six 20-megawatt solar
projects, including ones 1n Highgate
and Barton, he said 1n a recent
interview.

Each would be more than ten
times bigger than the 1.89-
megawatt Barton Solar project
located on Route 16. That solar
array takes up about 25 acres, and
the bigger ones will need around

300 acres, Mr. Hallquist said.

Ranger Solar of Yarmouth,
Maine, is the company Mr. Hallquist
said plans to put up the projects.

When contacted last week Aaron
Svedlow, that company’s director of
environmental permitting, would
say only that Ranger Solar 1s
looking into building a project in the
Barton area and will probably go
ahead with 1t.

He declined to say how big the
project will be, but did say his
company only builds industnal scale
solar projects with megawatts of
capacty.

Mr. Svedlow said a company
representative will meet with

(Continued on page twenty-six.)
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The projects are not needed

(Continued from page one.)

Barton Selectmen in a few weeks to outline their
proposul.

The compuny hus alreudy had such a2 mocting
with selectmen in Highpute und cuthned o 20-
meguwatt solar project of the type described by
Mr. Hallquist. The company suid the projoct will

JOB OPENING

CENTER MANAGER: Exdting, full-time opportumty
available for a unique individual who enjoys a work
environment that is challenging and rewarding. The
NEKCA Newport Head Start/Early Head Start program is
seeking a leader who will provide suppornt and
supervision to staff, as well as leading a team effort to
provide quality early childhood and family—centered
services. The ideal candidate will possess strong
organizational skills, the ability to meet program
timelines and implement federal and state licensing
requirements. Minimum of Associate's Degree in Early
Childhood Education or Human /Child Dewelopment or
related field; BA preferred and 2 years of experience
required. Supervisory experience prefemed.

The closing date for applications Is September 28,
2015. or until filed. To apply, send a cover letter,
resume. and 3 references to: abwbo@nekavt.org, fax
to: 802-334-5249, or mail to: NEKCA Human
Resources, P.O. Box 346, Newport, VT 05855. E.O.E.

meun 79 cunstruction jobs. und three und o half
permanent jobs for operutors of the facility,

According to 4 handout from the company. the
solar array will result in $3-million in tax
revenues over the life of the project.

Kerrick Johnson. vice-president of
communications (ur the Vermont Eleetrie Power
Cumpany. which operates the lines that would
curry the power produced by the projects. declined
to comment on Ranger's activities. His compuny
is bound by nondisclusure ngreements, he
cxplained.

Mr. Hallquist suid VEC was asked w sign
such an agreement but refused. That has left
him frec to talk ubout. und eppose, the projects,
he said.

“These projects follow the old model of large
power plants,” he suid.

The new moddd of elecetricity supply calls for
distributed penerntion. with smaller peneration
facilities located close to power users.

The old model s very inefficient, Mr.
Hallguist said.

He suid that evervone in the state will be
apuinst the solar arravs proposed by Ranger for
that reason.

Su fur the company has nat fiked u reguest

with the state Public Service Board (PSB) fur the
Certifiente of Public Good it would need before
beginning construction. uccording to the buard's
secretary, Susan Hudson.

In its presentation to the Highpate Seleetmen.
Ruanper officials said they expeet to file u 456-day
notice of un application this month.

There are strong signs that Runger's plans
bave pone bevond just wards. though, Any
praject hoping to tie into the New Enplund
clectric grid must stand in bine for transmission
space. The line, or queue. is 1 page on the [80-
New Enplund website that lists projects that hope
to b ullowed to hook into the grid.  1SO-New
England is the opuerator of the region's eloctrie
prid.

As of September 1 the ISO-New England
Interconnection Request Queue shows six 20-
megawatl sduar projects listed in Franklin,
Windsor. Orange, Orleans and Rutlund counties.

The one slated for Orleans County plans to
conneet to the grid via a 46kV line in Irasburg.

The projects ure not needed, but the
developers hope to take advantage of o 1978
federal law t overcome regulatory resistance. Mr.
Hallquist suid  The law, called the Public Utility

(Continued on page twenty-seven.)



Ratepayers would pay 70 percent

(Continued from page twenty-six.)

Repulntory Policies Act (PURPA), wus enuacted
duriny the energy cnisis of the Jimmy Corter
udministeation, and was intended to promaote the
use of smudl senke hydro power, Mr. Hallguist
suid.

PURPA culls [or compunics w buy power (rom
such producers. known in the law as quudifving
frctlitics. or QFs. The QFs sign contructs with
utilitics that guarantee they will recave payinent
vquivithent to the “uvaided cost™ of producing that
power. That meuns g QF can sign u contract that
punruntees it will be puid the amount 10 would
cust the utility o preduce or buy the power it
puenerates,

[n most stutes the utidity that the QF ties into
15 required to buy all the power it produces.
Vermont, theugh, hus many small municiput
atilities that could be swamped if 1 big gencratur
cunncetd to its lines, said Bob Amolung, o rotired
power enpinecring consultant who worked for
Centrul Vermont Public Service (CVI'S) und
Green Mountuin Power (GMD), among other
firms. .

Asu result, Vermont rules require thut such
powcer is bought by all the utilities in the state in
propartion to the amount of power cach sells
annually, he said.

Buing reguired to buy birge amounts of power
from a PURPA qualifving fucility will furce
Vermont utilities to take power from the new
solr projucts and back off contracts with Hvdro
Queboe and even Lowell Community Wind, Mr.
Hullquist said.

“It gets even more strange,” he saed. I
caupht us all off puard.™

Under o Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERCO) ruk known as FERC 1000,
Ranger Solar will unly huve to puy 30 percent of
the cost of new transmission lines that will have
 be constructed in order to move the new power.
he said.

The rest of the expense would be borne by
50 New England, which manages the electric

met with VELCO ofticials who pointed out the
difficulties the projoct would impaose an utilities.

“They suid it's not our problkem, ™ My,
Hallguist suid.

Power hines dedicutod w moving sular power
are substuntially less officient than those
trans:mitting power from less intermittent
sources, he suid.

Those transmitting energy from o mix of
saurces are about 50 percent efficient, but o line
transmitting oaly solar power has an offickeney of
around 15 pereent. Mr., Hullquist suid.

“This is the apposite of what Vermont wants
us todo with Act 557 he sumid. “1t's an unexpocted
outeome of public poleyv.” :

Mr. Amelany suid solur power prescnts
unother difficutty for the grd. Larpe snmounts of
intermitient power make it difficublt for 1SO-New
England to keep demand and generation balanedd.,
he said. Grid operitors are skithed in predicting
the normal cbb und Bow of use und cun unticipate
events ke o surge in usuge sround the ime most
people wake und gt ready to fuce the duy.

Solur power cun be unpredictuble, even
though efforts are being made to improve the
abtlity w foresce clouds that ean block the sun, its
fucl. Beenuse demund und penceation must
alwavs e in balunec, the result is that more
penerators nocd to be kept at the ready W pick up
in euse the solur wrrays stop producing suddenly .
Mr. Amelang said.

Mr. Hallquist said the state Public Service
Bourd (I'SB). which has the power to ygrant or
deny the Certificates of Public Good necded
bufore a utility can build such o project, may not

Notice

Residents of Barton Village
The Barton Town Clerk’s Office will be open
on 9/23/15 from 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. for the

purpose of taking applications for the
checklist for the Barton Village vote that is
to occur on 9/29/15.

of new lines

be able to stop i,

“T'he PSB has to take into nocount not only
state but feders! lws in muking its decisions” he
suid.

Whike utithitics und VELCO hope the PSB will
put u stop to Runpar Solur's plans. Mr, Hallguist
sutd they can’t rely un hope,

“We need to pet PURPA oftf the busks.™ he
sutd.

Mr. Amelanyg was samewhat more optimistic,
Although contracts are often signed that rely on
prodictions of what the cust will be far into the
future, the state eun determine that the nvoided
cust be caleulated on an annual basts,

That, he suid, would muke the project far
more risky fur bondhdders, nnd may make
finunciny the pragject difBeult,

Even so. the sale of renewuble enerpy credits
to utibitics iy southern New England, or the
proceeds thut might eome if o enp-and-trude
system is instituted to regulawe curbon emissions,
might muke up for thut, Mr. Amelany suid,

Althouph cueh of the six projeets Ranper
Solur ulrendy hus in the works is ubout five times
bigger than the largest solur array in the state,
Mr, Hullquist suid they muy not be the biggest
array plunned by the compuny. His compuny. he
said, was told by Ranger emplovees thut it hopes
to build a4 100-mepawatt array on 2.000 acres in
Frunklin County.

INVITATION TO BID

SNOW REMOVAL SERVICES
LOWELL GRADED SCHOOL

The Board of Schoal Directors of Lowell Crxlad School i« accepting
bick for Snow Remaval Semvices. Services 10 include: plewing of
drivewsy, perfang lot snd penmeter of the hukling, plus shovebing
all exits 2nd gie tront silewalk. Alsq, hourly mte lir exta shaveling
necessilatsd when @iow fran ool hlocks extts.

s dhould be los the 20152016 ONLY or 2015-°16. 016-"17 &
X117 1K wexcons,

Dxd specifications mmd subvmittal congst wiely of the 3 page
document entitld Snow Remo val Services Contract Bid

Somificatiins | iavell Coexlal Schan!




N.Y. Firm Pitches
Huge Solar Project

Proposes Array
In Randolph Ctr.

ByM.D. Drys;iule

t the Randolph Selectboard
Ameet'mg Tuesday night, de-

velopers gave their formal
notice of intent that their firm,
Ranger Solar, is planning a 100-acre
solar farm on the East Bethel Road
in Randolph Center.

The proposed development
would produce 20 megawatts of
power, far more than any other
solar installation currently in Ver-
mont; the company intends to build
several more.

At 20 megawatts, the Randolph
Center solar array would be roughly
10 times the size of the solar farm
visible from Interstate 89 in Sharon,
which was the largest solar installa-
tion in Vermont when it was built.

It would cost about $29 million to
build, they estimated.

Ranger Solar employees Aaron
Sverdlow and C.J. Walsh said they
would file a petition in October
with the Public Service Board for
a permit for the installation. Be-
cause this is an‘energy installation,
it is not covered by Act 250 but by
a separate review by the PSB under
Act 248.

Ranger Solar, a New York State
corporation, has “an agreement”
with the prime landowner, Sverd-
low said, but is still working on de-
tails. It is likely that multiple owners
will be involved, he said.

Location of Site

The proposed siteris.two. miles

south from Randolph Center Vil-
lage on the right, just before Crock-
er Road diverges to the left, in the
vicinity of an electric transformer
-station.

At that point, a large south-facing
field runs parallel to the road, and
another large sloped field, farther
from the road, faces east.

Sverdlow said it is likely that
some forested land will also be
used.

Asked by Selectboard Chair Larry
Richburg if there would be an im-
pact on prime agricultural soils, he
explained that solar installations
are considered to be “temporary.”

“At the end of the lease period

- we are to remove the project and

restore the land to its original con-
dition,” he said.

Town Manager Mel Adams asked
about the potential taxes that the
town might expect to rake in from
the completed project.

Tax Bonus?

Sverdlow noted the:$29 million
investment, and’in a brochure, the
company prédicted that “over the

See SOLAR page A-11

Opponents
Weigh In On
New Exit 4 Plan

By Katie Jickling

Four organizations and state
agencies met the September 14
deadline to file feedback on Jesse
Sammis’ revised plan for a mixed-
use development at Exit 4.

The groups charge that the re-
vised plan is not clearly presented,
fails to meet requirements for on-
and off-site mitigation for primary
agricultural soils, anid does not com-
ply with reglonal and town plans,
among other complamts

Sammis. submitted(a more com-

_pact»pmJect deélgn on August 17,

in response to feedback on the )
proposal from the Act 250 commis-
sion reviewing the plan. According
to his filings, the plan now leaves
undeveloped 58%:0f, the 132 acres
of primary farmland, as ‘compared
to 49% in the original proposal. All
told, theé propose‘d development will
cover 101 of the 172-acre property
along the I-89 intérchange.

See EVIDENCE page A-2



. 'MoU gg uey) SSI] 03 G002
ut 8¢ WO} usirej aAey $30l1] ‘paje
-1oua8 Jamod Jo 1yvem iad $)800
pasealrosp Ardreys Joj aqisuods
-31 A[odre| ST SjusWIdoRAdp IB[OS
JO 3reos pasearoul Y ‘amyd01q
sfuedwod ay} 0} Suwrpioddy

Juoul

97 W swure] emedaw-gz JInoj

.ummmﬁ 1 wEmoQoa st ‘'08e syuour
X1s ATUO payeard ‘rejog Jofuey

"SJUB UIeIsul Surp[mq JoJ

mbm:v_: 3y} 0} saanuadul Led 03

88y Ja8u0] ou a7els Iy} eyl snSry

‘SauIL], 3y} P10} BYO0aY el Suons
08 SI ANSnpur a9y ut ﬁ?gw

: (‘perewmisa si )1 ‘UoneRId

H.Qo u1 uaym sqof 3¢ b:o mq ‘sqof

' UOTIONSUOD @), ?1eaId pmom Lejd
-S1p ydjopuey pajoafoird ayy)

S99
-L£ojdwIa aAg uel} Jomal Yy jsoul
‘sassautsnqg g1g9z sIpNOUI Arsnp
- Y], "oBe Iead v Q01 woly dn
‘sqol 19g‘9T sHoddns mou Ansnp
-ur £315U3 Uea2,, Y} Ut amoas qofl
Tey) pamoys ‘Ydjopuey Jo BIyOI3Y
mﬁao Jauoissiuuio)) Aq papeay

‘AIRS dtiqnd Jo juaurnreda(

aYyl woJy Moam sty podas vy
puaif ap1namy

- ‘suonsanb

J3MSUR PUB SSNOSIP 0} pade)s. pue

108foad 3] Jnoge paLLIom dI1am

oym $33pude m2J B £q apisino

P2MO[[O] 3IaM US[ep pue mof
-p12Ag ‘vorpeiuasald ) YV

"MI1A WOI] PAUIAIDS Jeym

-3uIos aq ued jo3foxd 3y} pue ‘st

“Jayjsae 10] spuauraanbai sey god

33 Jey; papuodsdl mo[pIdag
«&,910S349 e 9 J,uoMm
1M 0S Y3nous Keme uUppry aq |
M ‘ST WI32U0D 159881q Ay, pres
Y ,"JUOULIDA JOJ 3eds JO o iy
2 SUISJS ULIB] R[OS I0e()0T V.
<00foad ayy Jo 821s aY; JO asnedaq

SNOIQNP JIq € PAuIsds Smqyany
-3onoead sjqeuonsanb € s1 9A213q
BW0S Yorym ‘ajels JO o pios aq
0} A[ONI[ aIe S$)IPaTI [eIUdUIUOIIA
-Uu3 JIY} TeYl paiou IY ‘dulIpne
ewrs a3 woxy Suruonsonb Jap
- NG ‘SaNiIn JUOULIAA O] PIOS

9q pmom ‘pres ay Yamod Iy,
“‘UMO) 3] 0 SoXe)
b..maoa ut pred aq pfunom uoRu
€¢ uey) arow ,303foxd ayy jo oy

(I-v 2604 éﬁ%ﬁﬁ:ou )

AV'I0S

TTT

ydjopuey Jo piesaH ayL



