
Industrial Wind Action Group          www.windaction.org          info@windaction.org 

 

 

 

         May 15, 2015 

May 15, 2015 

 

 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC AND FIRST CLASS MAIL 

 
 

Mrs. Susan Hudson, Clerk 

Vermont Public Service Board 

112 State Street, Drawer 20 

Montpelier, VT 05620-2701 

 

 

RE: DOCKET NO. 7250 - DEERFIELD WIND PROJECT 

 COMMENTS POST-CPG COMPLAINCE FILING 

 

Dear Mrs. Hudson: 

 

In accordance with Conditions 33 and 26 of the Certificate of Public Good issued in the above 

reference matter, the Wind Action Group respectfully submits comments for the Board's review.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in this docket. If you have any questions, please do 

not hesitate to contact me by phone at 603-838-6588 or e-mail at llinowes@windaction.org. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 
Lisa Linowes 

for The Windaction Group 

 

 

 

cc:  Service List 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.windaction.org/
mailto:llinowes@windaction.org
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STATE OF VERMONT 

PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD 

 

Petition of Deerfield Wind, LLC, for a certificate of public good  ) 

authorizing construction and operation of a 15-turbine, 30 MW  ) 

wind generation facility, and associated transmission and   )  PSB Docket N. 7250 

interconnection facilities.      ) 

 

 

COMMENTS OF INDUSTRIAL WIND ACTION GROUP, INC.  

POST-CPG COMPLIANCE FILINGS - FAA DETERMINATIONS 

 

The Wind Action Group
1
 (“Windaction”), through its representative, Lisa Linowes, respectfully 

offers these comments in response to compliance filings submitted by Deerfield Wind LLC ("Deerfield") 

in reference to Docket Number 7250 described above.  

I.  BACKGROUND 

The Vermont Public Service Board ("PSB" or "Board") issued a Certificate of Public Good 

("CPG") on April 16, 2009 conditionally approving  Deerfield's request to construct and operate a 15-

turbine, 30  megawatt wind energy facility ("Project") situated on approximately 80 acres in the Green 

Mountain National Forest in the towns of Searsburg and Readsboro, Vermont.  Several conditions of the  

CPG require Deerfield submit documents for the Board's review and approval as the documents become 

available. In some cases, the  parties are permitted to provide comment. 

On May 1, 2015, Deerfield submitted post-CPG documents in fulfillment of conditions 33 (FAA 

Determinations), 26 (a Blasting Plan) 17 and 18 (Construction and Operation phases of the Storm water 

Permits). Contained herein are comments by Windaction relating to Conditions 33 and 26. 

II.  FAA DETERMINATIONS  

Deerfield submitted fifteen "Determinations of No Hazard" ('DNH') issued by the FAA, one for 

each of the Project's turbines. The FAA recommends that every turbine be painted white and that six of 

                                                           
1 In 2008-09, the Windaction Group was known more generally as The Industrial Wind Action Group ("IWA"). The Industrial 

Wind Action Group is the organization's official name.  
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the fifteen turbines (E-1, E-4, E-7, W-1, W-4, and W-7) also be equipped with synchronized red lights. 

Windaction has no comment on the FAA's recommendations, however, we are concerned that the turbine 

heights are now 428 feet above ground level. The 2009 CPG cites turbines of 401 feet or less in total 

height
2
.  (CPG at 11) 

Deerfield's May 1 filing provides no specifics regarding turbine dimensions other than height and 

is silent on why the heights now differ from the approved plans. If the turbine manufacturer and/or 

models have changed, then sound, visual and other impact assessments relied on by the Board when 

issuing the CPG may require updating. For example, longer turbine blades and slower rotation speeds 

increase the likelihood of periods of high noise that is audible (i.e. more opportunities for blade swish).  

The CPG limits Project noise emissions to 45 dBA(exterior)(Leq)(1 hr) or 30 dBA (interior 

bedrooms)(Leq)(1 hr) at any existing residences. (CPG at 101) The highest modeled sound level at a 

nearby residence was 43 dBA. (CPG at 64) With the project already anticipated to operate near the limits 

of the approved noise levels
3
, we encourage the Board to exercise great care when evaluating whether a 

change in turbine size or model will produce an undue adverse condition.  

Pursuant to  30 V.S.A. § 248(o) the Board can accept petitions for wind energy facilities where 

the exact make and dimensions of the turbines are not specified but this statute does not apply. In the 

period leading up to the 2008 adjudicative hearings, Deerfield made several amendments to the Project 

configuration including changing the turbine models. All relevant impact studies were updated and 

available to the Board and the parties at the time of the hearings. According to our information and belief, 

Deerfield at no time suggested it would site turbines standing as tall as 428 feet.  

                                                           
2 The Project, as approved by the Board, includes Gamesa G80 and G87 model turbines with total heights (to tip of blade in 

vertical position) of 389 feet and 401 feet, respectively. 

3 Deerfield Wind acknowledges a 1% probability of both the existing Searsburg and proposed turbines operating above the 45 

dBA limit. (CPG at 65)  
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If the turbine sizes have changed, it is reasonable to expect corresponding changes to the project 

layout and road configuration. In his prefiled supplemental direct testimony of July 30, 2007, Jason 

Krzanowski
4
 claims the Project was designed based on "90-meter rotor and component requirements." If 

the taller turbines involve components exceeding 90 meters, we would expect layout changes as well.  

In order to avoid undue delay, we ask that the Board require Deerfield to submit updated project 

plans as soon as possible rather than waiting until Deerfield fulfills its obligation under Section VII of the 

CPG (Post-Certification Review). A technical session with Deerfield may also be necessary.  

III.  BLASTING PLAN 

The importance of the blasting plan cannot be overstated especially given the problems with 

blasting at both the Kingdom Community Wind and Georgia Mountain Community Wind facilities. The 

plan, as submitted by Deerfield is entirely inadequate offering nothing more than a superficial review of 

the applicant's general procedures. The deficiencies in the blasting plan include: 

1) The blasting plan was developed by Deerfield and not by a licensed professional engineer as 

required in the Final Environmental Impact Statement
5
. (FEIS at 79).  

2) The plan does not include any pre-blast surveys of wells or structures in the surrounding area 

as required by the CPG. (CPG at 101) 

3) The plan does not provide a map of the Project area identifying anticipated blast areas nor is 

there an itemization of the explosives to be used at each blast site including the total pounds per 

delay. Given the significant ledge-cuts that are to occur at the Project
6
, Deerfield should be 

required to provide site specific information and not just a sample blast report as included in 

Appendix C of the plan. 

                                                           
4 http://iberdrolarenewables.us.files.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/KrzanowskiDirectTestimony.pdf (Pg 3, Ln 20-22) 

5 http://a123.g.akamai.net/7/123/11558/abc123/forestservic.download.akamai.com/11558/www/nepa/9046_FSPLT2_071032.pdf 

6 Storm water permits. 



Deerfield Wind, LLC 

PSB Docket No. 7250 

May 15, 2015 

Page 4 of 6  

 

4) Throughout the plan, Deerfield is non-committal regarding who will be conducting and 

monitoring the pre-blast surveys and blasting activity. In some instances, Deerfield 

representatives will do the work; in other cases the work may be done by the blasting contractor. 

Pre-blast surveys of structures, water sources and wells should be done by qualified personnel 

who are identified with their credentials. The CPG requires that all blasting be carried out by 

licensed and certified blasting technicians (CPG at 101) Deerfield's plan merely states "all 

blasting will be conducted by experienced, trained, and competent individuals who understand the 

hazards involved." (Blasting Plan at 3) 

5) The Project will be constructed entirely on US Forest Service land which is open to the public. 

While the plan makes reference to security checks within 1000 feet of a blast site, it is silent on 

how Deerfield will restrict public access. Also, there is no information on whether the 1000-foot 

safety zone intrudes on property owned by neighboring landowners, and if the case, whether 

permission was obtained. 

6) The plan lacks specifics on how blast reports will be made available. Blasting reports should 

be available to the public at pre-disclosed locations so that anyone can go see the total amount of 

explosives and the pounds per delay for the blasts.  

7) Blasting mats should be required at all times and not just when blasting near structures. As 

mentioned in 5 above, this project is on public land and anyone could be near the project area.  

8) Deerfield assumes a 1/2 mile impact area for pre- and post-blast surveys which is consistent 

with the Board's recommendations for the Kingdom Community Wind and Georgia Mountain 

Community Wind facilities. However, blast impacts could be experienced at much greater 

distances depending on the maximum explosive weight-per-delay and the maximum total 

explosive weight per blast event. We recommend surveys extend to all wells and structures within 

1 mile of the project site and beyond if requested by the homeowners or the towns. Homeowners 
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should receive copies of any pre-blast surveys of their properties, including video and still 

photographs. We also ask that pre and post-blasting radon testing for all homeowners be required.  

9) The CPG requires that "all blasting be performed in accordance with any and all applicable 

laws and regulations" and lists several by name. (CPG 101) This would include Vermont's 

blasting protocols for Act 250 lands since every turbine in the Project is situated above 2500 feet. 

See Exhibit 1 (attached) for specifics on Vermont's Act 250 blasting protocols including placing 

caps on the "per delay" and "total event" explosives weight and limiting the hours of blasting to 

two-hour windows in the morning and afternoon. Adherence to Vermont's Act 250 blasting 

protocols would reduce the overall impact area and potentially reduce the number of blast surveys 

to be conducted.  

IV.  CONCLUSION 

It has been six years since the Board issued a CPG to Deerfield. It appears the project has been 

amended, however, we can only speculate as to the extent of the changes. We recommend the Board 

conduct a thorough review of the turbine height change. It may be appropriate at this time to invite 

Deerfield to prepare a detailed summary of how the Project plans deviate from those approved in 2009. 

Material changes to the project that are not already accounted for in the CPG (ex: micro-siting of 

turbines) should not be permitted to proceed without a thorough vetting.  

We also ask that the Board reject the blasting plan and communicate to Deerfield more specific 

requirements including following the Act 250 blasting protocols. Added care and oversight by the Board 

at this point will go a long way towards avoiding the negative experiences at both the Kingdom 

Community Wind and Georgia Mountain Community Wind facilities. 
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Date at Lyman, New Hampshire, this 15th day of May, 2015. 

      INDUSTRIAL WIND ACTION GROUP, INC. 

       

      __________________________________________ 

      Lisa Linowes 

      286 Parker Hill Road 

      Lyman, NH 03535 

      603-838-6588 

 

       



Lisa
Typewritten Text
EXHIBIT 1






